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Undergraduate Degree

• BSc Psychology

• Gathered research 

experience

– Rat spatial memory

– Gibbon research

– Rat learning

– Pigeon cognition
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Field research



PhD Research



PhD teaching

• I did a lot....

– Tutorials

– Large group teaching

– Marking

– Student supervision

• Invaluable experience 

• Learn a lot

• Give you ideas



Moses



Things to do whilst a PhD 

student
• Cool research

– Publications

• Conferences

– Network

• Small pots of funding

– Conference, study visit, summer student

• Look to the future

• Enjoy it!



Getting a postdoc



Post doc

• Categorisation and 

concept formation

• Cold-blooded 

cognition



Things to try to do in a postdoc

• Cool research

• Publish

• Bring in money

• Supervise research students

• Teaching experience

• Distinguish yourself from your supervisor

– Develop your own research ideas



Lectureship



Lectureship



• Research
• Maintain research profile
• Grow new areas

• Teaching
• Write and deliver lectures in a variety of 

areas

• Run modules

• Admin
• Forms & Paperwork
• Meetings
• Emails

Lectureship



Research Areas

• Animal Cognition
• Understanding the processes involved 

in gaining, retaining and using 
information.

• Applied Animal Cognition
• Use of cognitive approaches to better 

improve performance of working 
animals.

• Reptile Welfare
• Reptiles are becoming increasingly 

popular as pets



People matter



People matter

So do places



Conclusion

• Make yourself different

• Make yourself interesting

• Embrace opportunity

• Be good to work with
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• Make yourself different

• Make yourself interesting

• Embrace opportunity

• Be good to work with

• Don’t forget those that matter to you

• Don’t push yourself too much



Thanks


